Initial analysis of Aimhigher Associates scheme 2008/09 to 2009/10
This paper provides an overview of the data collected for the Aimhigher Associates scheme. The data looked at are those collected from the pathfinder phase and the first year of the national phase. Due to differences in the data collected between these two years, only associate data from the pathfinder phase can currently be analysed
, however learner data have been looked at for both years.

It should be noted when reading this analysis that levels of funding for the scheme differed between partnerships and therefore between regions. Each partnership received a target for learners and associates commensurate with the funding allocation they received.  Funding was allocated against the same formula used to distribute funding for the main Aimhigher programme.

Data returned
In 2008/09 18 Aimhigher partnerships who were involved in the pathfinder phase returned data, while all 42 partnerships returned data from the first year of the national phase in 2009/10. The total number of learners and associates for each phase are given in Table 1 below.

Table 1: Number of learners and associates as returned by partnerships

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	Number of partnerships
	18
	42

	Number of learners
	4,116
	15,909

	Number of associates
	1,021
	3,330


Learners

Sex

The distribution of learners by sex is similar for both the pathfinder and national phase, with roughly half of all learners being female (see Table 2). For both phases, 4 per cent of learners did not have their sex recorded.
Table 2: Percentage of learners by sex

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	Female
	50
	51

	Male
	45
	45

	Unknown
	4
	4


Ethnicity

Table 3 shows the distribution of learners by ethnicity. The majority of learners are from the White ethnic group, with 61 per cent in the pathfinder phase and 56 per cent in the national phase belonging to this group respectively. The distributions of participants by ethnic minority groups in both phases are similar. People of Asian ethnicity account for the largest proportion of learners from the ethnic minority groups. Those of Chinese ethnicity account for the lowest proportion of learners. A large proportion of learners, more than a quarter, did not have their ethnicity recorded. Variations in the composition of those classed as ‘Unknown’ across ethnic groups will have a large bearing on the true distribution of learners by ethnicity.
Table 3: Number and percentage of learners by ethnicity

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	White
	2,495
	61
	8,855
	56

	Asian or Asian British
	250
	6
	1,245
	8

	Black or Black British
	145
	3
	660
	4

	Mixed
	80
	2
	430
	3

	Other
	30
	1
	115
	1

	Chinese
	15
	0
	45
	0

	Information refused
	10
	0
	185
	1

	Unknown
	1,095
	27
	4,370
	27


Note: Numbers have been rounded to the nearest five to avoid data disclosure issues
Disability

Table 4 shows the distribution of learners by self reported disability. The majority of learners reported having no disability, though this proportion was 10 per cent lower in the national phase at 77 per cent, compared to 87 per cent in the pathfinder phase. Similar proportions reported having a disability, around 5 per cent (1 in 20). The proportion of learners that did not record whether they had a disability in the national phase doubled, to 18 per cent, when compared to the pathfinder phase.
Table 4: Number and percentage of learners by self reported disability

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Has a disability
	177
	4
	788
	5

	No disability
	3,567
	87
	12,311
	77

	Unknown
	372
	9
	2,810
	18


Targeting

POLAR2

Table 5 shows that higher proportions of learners come from areas which are the most disadvantaged in terms of POLAR2 quintiles. Since POLAR2 quintiles are constructed such that they each contain roughly equal proportions of the young population, the pattern of participation rates will be the same (though we cannot currently calculate them). This means that those from the most disadvantaged areas are more likely to be learners than those in the least disadvantaged areas. Postcode data for a large proportion of learners, more than a quarter, was not recorded, meaning that such people could not be mapped to a POLAR2 quintile. Therefore, as with ethnicity, the distribution of learners across POLAR2 quintiles for those classed as ‘Unknown’ will have a large bearing on the overall distribution, though it is unlikely that the pattern of higher participation among the most disadvantaged would be substantially altered.
Table 5: Number and percentage of learners by POLAR2 quintile

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	1
	1,101
	27
	4,367
	27

	2
	825
	20
	3,078
	19

	3
	543
	13
	2,192
	14

	4
	380
	9
	1,561
	10

	5
	179
	4
	717
	5

	Unknown
	1,088
	26
	3,994
	25


IDACI

A similar pattern exists for quintiles constructed using the IDACI measure (see Table 6), as for the POLAR2 measure, with higher proportions of participants being from the most disadvantaged areas. Again the pattern of participation rates will be similar to the pattern of proportions since we are using equal population sized quintiles.

Table 6: Number and percentage of learners by IDACI quintile
	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	1
	966
	23
	3,987
	25

	2
	889
	22
	3,570
	22

	3
	652
	16
	2,348
	15

	4
	376
	9
	1,277
	8

	5
	140
	3
	716
	5

	Unknown
	1,093
	27
	4,011
	25


Parental education
Nearly half of all learners did not have their parental education levels recorded, making interpretation of these results difficult. However, of those who did have parental education levels recorded, the majority have parents with no HE qualifications.
Table 7: Number and percentage of learners by parental education

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	Neither parent
	1,933
	47
	6,246
	39

	One parent
	386
	9
	1,552
	10

	Both parents
	59
	1
	279
	2

	Unknown
	1,738
	42
	7,832
	49


School year

Table 8 shows that the distribution of learners across school years is similar for the pathfinder and national phases. The majority of learners (about 1 in 3) were reported to be in school year 10 (the penultimate year of compulsory education), and roughly a quarter were in school year 9. Also, nearly a quarter of learners were in post compulsory education.
Table 8: Number and percentage of learners by school year

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	7
	40
	1
	5
	0

	8
	25
	1
	50
	0

	9
	1,095
	27
	3,470
	22

	10
	1,430
	35
	5,260
	33

	11
	415
	10
	2,215
	14

	12
	585
	14
	3,000
	19

	13
	310
	8
	735
	5

	Other
	50
	1
	200
	1

	Unknown
	160
	4
	970
	6


Note: Numbers have been rounded to the nearest five to avoid data disclosure issues
Start date

The distribution of start dates differs between the pathfinder and national phases, with learners in the pathfinder phase tending to start later than learners in the national phase (Table 9). In the national phase 62 per cent of learners had started by the end of January of the relevant academic year, compared to 21 per cent in the pathfinder phase. Thus the amount of time spent in the scheme by learners during the national phase is likely to be longer than for learners in the pathfinder phase. The proportion of learners with start dates recorded was higher for the national phase.
Table 9: Number and percentage of learners by month of start date

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	September
	0
	0
	4
	0

	October
	155
	4
	155
	1

	November
	86
	2
	3,898
	25

	December
	116
	3
	2,353
	15

	January
	494
	12
	3,306
	21

	February
	1,492
	36
	2,610
	16

	March
	942
	23
	1,547
	10

	April
	166
	4
	479
	3

	May
	229
	6
	453
	3

	June
	102
	2
	222
	1

	July
	13
	0
	166
	1

	August
	0
	0
	86
	1

	Other
	1
	0
	163
	1

	Unknown
	320
	8
	467
	3


Note: If a starting date is outside of the academic year then they are marked as ‘Other’
Number of learner exchanges

The distribution of the proportion of learners by the number of exchanges is similar for both the pathfinder and national phases (see Table 10). In the national phase, 7 out of every 10 learners had between 0 and 14 exchanges. No definition of an exchange is given in the data collection specification, so different partnerships may have defined and recorded exchanges differently. 1,142 learners in the national phase (accounting for 7 per cent) were recorded as receiving no exchanges. The majority of these were returned by a single partnership which recorded no exchanges for all its 876 learners, and so probably represents a data error. This leaves 266 learners (2 per cent) having received apparently no exchanges.
Table 10: Number of learners by number of exchanges

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	0-4
	439
	11
	2,979
	19

	5-9
	974
	24
	4,499
	28

	10-14
	1,017
	25
	3,880
	24

	15-19
	446
	11
	2,384
	15

	20-24
	144
	3
	1,191
	7

	25-29
	7
	0
	190
	1

	30-34
	2
	0
	118
	1

	35-39
	5
	0
	3
	0

	40-44
	0
	0
	2
	0

	45-49
	0
	0
	193
	1

	50-55
	1
	0
	0
	0

	85-89
	0
	0
	1
	0

	Unknown
	1,081
	26
	469
	3


Note: 1,142 learners (7 per cent) were recorded as having no exchanges in 2009/11

Table 11 shows that the average number of exchanges in the pathfinder and national phases was about 8. There were just over 25,000 learner exchanges in the pathfinder phase, and 139,000 in the national phase.
Table 11: Distribution of the number of learner exchanges

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	Minimum
	0
	0

	Mean
	8
	9

	Median
	8
	8

	Maximum
	49
	87

	Total
	25,167
	139,078


Note: 1,142 learners (7 per cent) were recorded as having no exchanges in 2009/11

Geographical distribution

Regional distribution

A comparison of learners across the regions in the pathfinder phase is not given here, as differences will be driven by the geographical spread of the partnerships involved in the pathfinder phase. Concentrating only on the national phase, Table 12 shows that the Yorkshire & Humberside, West Midlands and South East regions all accounted for 11 per cent of learners. The London, South West and East of England regions account for the lowest proportions, 5 per cent (1 in 20) each. 

Due to substantial missing postcode information (about a quarter of all learners), the distribution across the regions may in reality be different, since some regions have much higher proportions of missing postcode data than others. For example partnerships in the North West had 1,117 learners with missing postcode data, accounting for over 44 per cent of learners in that region. Since partnerships tend to recruit learners from those domiciled within their region, the true proportion of learners from the North West is likely to be much higher than 9 per cent.
Table 12: Number and percentage of learners by region of domicile

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	North East
	215
	5
	1,350
	8

	North West
	240
	6
	1,400
	9

	Yorkshire and Humberside
	165
	4
	1,770
	11

	East Midlands
	0
	0
	1,530
	10

	West Midlands
	785
	19
	1,685
	11

	East of England
	160
	4
	975
	6

	London
	455
	11
	740
	5

	South East
	905
	22
	1,755
	11

	South West
	85
	2
	885
	6

	Other
	5
	0
	5
	0

	Unknown
	1,090
	26
	3,810
	24


Note: Those living outside of England are marked as ‘Other’. Numbers have been rounded to the nearest five to avoid data disclosure issues
Perhaps a better indicator of the proportion of learners from different regions is given by the proportion of learners which were returned by partnerships within the regions. This is shown in Table 13. We find the North West and West Midlands return the highest proportions of learners, with 16 per cent each, while London and the South West return the lowest proportions with 7 and 6 per cent respectively.
Table 13: Number and percentage of learners by region of returning area partnership

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	
	Number
	%
	Number
	%

	North East
	224
	5
	1,509
	9

	North West
	680
	17
	2,520
	16

	Yorkshire and Humberside
	234
	6
	2,099
	13

	East Midlands
	0
	0
	1,581
	10

	West Midlands
	888
	22
	2,467
	16

	East of England
	223
	5
	1642
	10

	London
	501
	12
	1,053
	7

	South East
	1,104
	27
	2,084
	13

	South West
	262
	6
	954
	6


Links between learners and associates
Table 14 shows the proportion of learners and associates which were linked together for the pathfinder and national phases. The proportion of learners which were linked to an associate, and the proportion of associates which were linked to learners, were much higher for data returned for the pathfinder phase than the national phase. Higher proportions of learners are linked to associates, than associates to learners, in both phases.
This change in the proportions linked may be a result of the way in which partnerships were asked to record the associate that each learner was paired with. In the pathfinder phase each partnership assigned a unique identifier to every associate, and this number was recorded next to each learner to indicate which associate they were paired with. In the national phase, partnerships were asked to record the HUSID (an identifier for each HE student assigned by HEIs) and this was used instead of a partnership-assigned identifier to pair learners with associates. Difficulty in getting hold of HUSIDs, which would only be available from the HEI that each associate attends (students do not typically know their own HUSIDs) may have contributed to the lower linking rate in the national phase.
Table 14: Percentage of learner linked to associates, and associates linked to learners

	
	2008/09 (Pathfinder)
	2009/10

	Learner-Associate
	68
	44

	Associate-Learner
	61
	37


� In 2008/09 (the pathfinder year) a variety of associate details were collected. However for the national roll out of the scheme in 2009/10 only a subset of the fields collected in 2008/09 were collected, chosen such that linking to the HESA dataset could be performed. This was to reduce the burden on those collecting and returning the data. At the time of writing the 2009/10 HESA data are yet to be linked to the associate data. 





