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The aim of this scheme is to widen participation in higher education (HE) by young people from lower socio-economic groups and from disadvantaged backgrounds, who live in areas of relative deprivation where participation in HE is low. The scheme is funded by Aimhigher and the Higher Education Funding Council for England (HEFCE).

Spring/Summer Uni courses explore the range of subjects and courses on offer in HE and enable young people to experience student life first hand by meeting current students and staff and participating in group work, subject taster sessions, careers activities and a variety of social events. 

Feedback from Spring/Summer Uni participants has shown that the experience has equipped them with valuable interpersonal skills, increased confidence and given them greater insight into subjects and courses on offer at HE level, therefore helping them to prepare for and reach a decision about their future education.

The courses are run by Higher Education Institutions and are totally free for learners in the South East London area, i.e. Greenwich, Lewisham, Bexley, Lambeth, Southwark and Wandsworth. 

Eligibility
Students who already have or have the ability to obtain 5 GCSEs (A*-C) and belong to one or more of the following categories may apply:

· ‘looked after’ children in the care system

· young people with a disability or a specific learning difficulty

· young people from socio-economic groups 4 – 8

(www.ons.gov.uk/about-statistics/classifications/current/ns-sec)
· young people who live in areas where participation in HE is low

· young people whose parents have little or no experience of HE 

Ineligible applicants include:

· non-state school pupils

· learners who have a parental history of HE (unless justified in terms of other eligibility criteria above)

