Aimhigher Case Study Template

Please use this template to tell us about an interesting Aimhigher activity.
Once completed, please email the case study to aimhigher@harrisoncowley.com for inclusion on the Aimhigher practitioner website.

Title: Wimbledon School of Art: Year 9s having a taste of learner independence
Region or Area: London:  Aspire
Contact apurssey@wandsworth.gov.uk 
Date             2005
Theme:  Work with KS4 on progression
Description of activity

The three Saturday mornings aimed to develop the Year 9’s art skills but also to enhance their confidence and team working.  The 12 students were all on their four schools’ Aimhigher or Gifted and Talented registers.
Workshops were essentially practical with access to advanced resources and expert tuition from professional artists, undergraduates and graduates and the year 9s worked to build up a portfolio:  in the process they heard about level 3 courses and about the various routes into HE.  

The course organiser charts the journey from week 1 to 3.

Week 1

Learners struggled with the concept of not simply having to follow instructions but begin to respond… the very moment when pupils became aware of our subtle demand for personal response was palpable.

Week 2

Pupils, many of whom had continued to practise session-based techniques at home, entered into the second session activities with added enthusiasm and confidence.

Week 3

Many pupils had not had any opportunity to speak about their work before employed learnt vocabulary to demonstrate their high level of interaction with the work.

The sessions provided pupils with a very real flavour of post compulsory education in which students are required to take responsibility for learning.
If you have any queries or comments on completing this form, please contact the National Communications Resource Team on 0117 929 7096

